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Languages

Norwegian: mother tongue

English: fluent

Spanish: oral – fluent, written – intermediate

German: intermediate

Abstract of Doctoral Dissertation

In my dissertation, entitled Intuition, I seek to advance our understanding of what intuitions are. I argue
that intuitions are experiences of a certain kind. They are, in particular, experiences with representational
content, and with a certain phenomenal character.

I start by identifying the target and providing some important preliminaries. Intuitions are mental states,
but which ones? Giving examples helps: a person has an intuition when it seems to her that torturing the
innocent is wrong, or that if something is red it is coloured. We can also provide an initial characterisation
of the state by saying that it has representational content, often causes belief, and appears to justify belief.
In addition, there is something it is like to have an intuition: intuition has a certain phenomenal character.

Some argue that intuition does not explain anything which cannot be explained by other mental states.
One version of this view takes intuition to reduce to belief. In Chapter 2 I argue that this entails that
agents are rationally criticisable in situations where we know they are not, and that such views are therefore
untenable. A parallel argument shows that the corresponding approach to perception fails. This suggests a
similarity in nature: both intuition and perception are experiences.

Others take intuition to reduce to a disposition to have a belief. In Chapter 3 I consider a line of argument
against such views, find it unsuccessful, and present two new arguments. One is likely to be dialectically
ineffective. The other suffers no such weakness: it shows that the proposed reduction fails. As before, the
argument also applies to perception, and suggests that intuition and perception are both experiences.

In the remainder of the thesis I develop an account of intuition as an experience. I distinguish between
content-specific and attitude-specific phenomenology, and argue that intuition lacks the former (Chapter
4), but has the latter (Chapter 5). This allows us to say what intuition is: it is is an experience with
representational content and with attitude-specific phenomenology of a certain kind.

In Chapter 6 I put this account of intuition to use. When a person has a perceptual or intuitional expe-
rience, I argue that simply having the experience is what makes the subject justified in believing what the
experience represents. Moreover, what explains that intuition and perception can justify belief in this way
is precisely their phenomenal character.

The dissertation was approved for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in January 2012, with no revisions.
It is available for download on www.koksvik.net.
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